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infancy. Promoted from the long-clothes of
babyhood, he wore the kilt of his country. His
temper showed signs of violence rigidly controlled
by the hard discipline of a Scottish family of the
period. A crop of bright yellow curls, the joy
of his mother, was shorn by unsympathetic elder
brothers. Of these childhood days, we carry
away a picture of a small golden-headed be-kilted
boy secured to the pannier of a pony, and bearing
in his hands a drum with the quaint inscription,
" Douglas Haig - sometimes a good boy."

His first school-days were spent, while still only
eight years old, as a weekly boarder in a school
at St. Andrews. But, after a few months there,
he joined an elder brother at the Edinburgh
Collegiate School, boarding in the austerely
puritanical atmosphere of a presbyterian spinster
lady.

His Scottish education finished in the prepara-
tory stage at the Collegiate School. He had been
destined for Rugby by his parents. But his
mental development had been slow, the standard
for Rugby was high, and eventually it was decided
to send him to Clifton as a school better suited to
his scholarly attainments.

During his. four years at Clifton he made no
deep mark. Neither his preceptors nor his school-
fellows discovered in the boy any indications of
the qualities which were to distinguish him in
after life. Nor did he himself carry away from
Clifton either any abiding personal friendship or
any deep respect for public-school life, Later in